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EDITORIAL 


“Marvel Not --- Ye Must 
Be Born Again” 


An educated and intelligent Christian is the one 
most capable of efficient Christian service. But, 
neither education nor intelligence alone will make a 
Christian. 


It is essential that we never forget that a man or 
woman, boy or girl, becomes a Christian only by a 
supernatural process known as the new birth. This 
involves an intellectual transaction with Jesus Christ, 
a transaction which requires the recognition on our 
part that we are sinners and that we cannot save 
ourselves and a surrender to and acceptance of the 
Saviour and that which he has done for us. This may 
be a spectacularly sudden event and realization, or it 
may be so gradual that we never know when it 
occurs, but it must happen. 


To some, what we have written is so axiomatic 
that it may seem unnecessarily repetitious to even 
mention it. But, in reading some recent articles by 
leaders in the field of Religious Education, outside 
of our own church, we have been impressed with the 
almost exclusive emphasis given to education and the 
equally glaring omission of any reference to the 
necessity of being born again. 


Approving of every effort to develop and educate 
Christian people into a more intelligent faith, a 
faith based on the Bible, and developed into active 
Christian standards for the days in which we live, 
we must never forget that there is no substitute for 
personal salvation in God’s ordained way. 


It is because this has not been adequately stressed 
that so many Christians have no sense of assurance 
and do not understand the plan of salvation as they 
should. The foundation process of becoming a Chris- 
tian is the new birth and without it a superstructure 
of education is meaningless. 


“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 


—L.N.B. 
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Political Or Spiritual? 


The editorials appearing in THE JOURNAL with 
reference to China and our China policy have elicited 
the most wide-spread response and approval of any 
this paper has carried. 

At the same time some of our warmest supporters 
have felt that these editorials were entirely too “‘po- 
litical” in character for a Christian publication of 
this type. 

It has been our feeling that’a policy which directly 
affects Christian missions in an area where four 
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hundred and fifty million people live is a Christian 
and not a political problem. 


For the same reason we believe that alcohol, and 
the terrible effect the liquor industry is having on 
our national life, is primarily a moral and spiritual 
issue and not political. 


We have criticized those who would have the 
Church back economic and racial legislation because 
in these matters we believe men of equal Christian 
piety and judgment may legitimately differ. On the 
question of Communism and communist conquest 
and on the evil effects of the liquor industry we 
believe the Christian principles involved are clear- 


cut. —H.B.D. 





“Look Now Toward 


Heaven” 
(Genesis 15:5) 


When we are down in a deep and dark well, there 
is only one way to look—up. With our world in its 
present plight there is only one way to look— 
“toward heaven.” 


If we look around us—to Washington, London, 
Moscow or Pieping—we see only confusion and 
corruption, selfishness and greed, hatred and strife, 
boasting unbelief and blasphemy. If we look within 
we find fear and helplessness, for who can say, I see 
the way out? 


If by day we turn our eyes toward the sky we see 
the sun in all its brilliance and power; if we look up 
at night the stars are singing as they shine. 


If we look now toward Heaven we see God on 
His eternal throne; the God of Creation Who made 
the sun and stars; the God of Providence Who con- 
trols all the forces of Nature and opens His hand to 
supply all our needs: the God of Grace Whose Love 
is manifested in a thousand ways, but supremely in 
the unspeakable gift of His Son. 


If we look now toward Heaven we will see a 
great multitude of saved and sealed Saints, surround- 
ing His throne, singing the praises of the God Who 
created and redeemed them. 


If we look now toward Heaven we will behold a 
marvellous victory, the complete overthrow of sin 
and Satan. We will see the Coming One on clouds 
of glory descending to rule the world. We will see 
a new heavens and a new earth; instead of sin, 
righteousness; instead of confusion, a blessed calm; 
instead of war, peace; instead of sorrow and tears, 
joy. 





In this dark hour, let us “Look now toward 
heaven.” —J.K.P. 





Cutting Out The 
Heart 


The founder of Vassar College outlined the cur- 
riculum of that institution as follows: “The English 
Language and its Literature; other Modern Lan- 
guages, the Ancient Classics, so far as may be de- 
manded by the spirit of the times; the Mathematics, 
to such an extent as may be deemed advisable; all 
the branches of Natural Science ... Anatomy, Phys- 
iology, and Hygiene ... the elements of Political 
Economy; some knowledge of State Constitutions 
and Laws; Moral Science, particularly as bearing on 
the filial, conjugal, and parental relationships; 
Aesthetics ... Domestic Economy ... last, and most 
important of all, the daily, systematic Reading and 
Study of the Holy Scriptures, as the only and all- 
sufficient Rule of Christian faith and practice...” 
(Italics ours). 


The May issue of Hotmay magazine carries a 
beautifully illustrated article entitled, The Vassar 
Girl, by Mary McCarthy, and in this article she 
states the basis of the Vassar curriculum as stated 
above. She then says: “ ... this curriculum, which, 
except for the last proviso, remains the basis of the 
Vassar education...” (Italics ours). 


In this one statement we have the tragic course of 
many of the institutions founded for the primary 
purpose of strengthening and promulgating the 
Christian faith. They have violated the terms which 
brought them into existence, and in many instances 
continue to use the endowments which made them 
possible, to the opposite end for which they were es- 
tablished. Instead of producing Christians, strong in 
the faith and loyal to the Word of God, they have 
cut the heart out of the curriculum, and the average 
product is an educated, sophisticated, attractive 


pagan. 


How typical this statement is of much in American 
life today—without the study of and faith in God’s 
Word, we go ahead in scientific and technological 
development, we multiply and magnify the things 
which make life pleasant and comfortable, we exalt 
man and his ingenuity and we leave out the one 
thing which can control and give meaning to all of 
these things—God’s Word. 


This is not an attack on Vassar College. We use 
the article about Vassar because it points up so 
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clearly the philosophy of so many modern Americans, 
that man’s attitude to the Bible is of minor import- 
ance and that he can neglect its teachings without 
temporal, as well as eternal, loss. 


There was a generation in America brought up 
with the Bible in the center of the home and at the 
center of educational curricula. This emphasis de- 
veloped strong men and strong women, people of 
moral and spiritual convictions, people who put first 
things first. America prospered. We attribute too 
much to the democratic way of life, forgetting that 
true democratic principles have their foundation in 
the teachings of the Bible. 


We know there is a swing back in some quarters 
and we thank God for it. At the same time, we 
would reaffirm with all of the emphasis possible that 
the Church must take the lead which it has lost in 
immediate past generations. For the Church, too, 
compromised in its attitude to the Bible. Too many 
have been content to say the Bible contains the word 
of God, rather than to maintain against all opposi- 
tion that the Bible is The Word of God. 


The reliability and authority of the Bible lie at 
the very heart of the problems of the Church today 
and this same issue goes right down to the heart of 
the world’s problems. Economic problems are acute; 
but, man does not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Se- 





curity is the tragic need of millions, but, it belongs 
alone to those who seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness. National power and influence 
is needed but it is righteousness which exalteth a 
nation while sin remains a reproach to any people. 


We have tolerated too long an indifference to the 
central importance of the Bible in the life of the 
individual and of the nation. Show us a man or a 
woman earnestly studying the Bible and praying and 
we will show you a citizen of inestimable worth. 
Show us a teacher conscientiously trying to magnify 
the Scriptures and the Christ which is so clearly pre- 
sented and we will show you one making a rich con- 
tribution to our national life. 


Conversely, neglect the Bible; or rationalize or 
question or deny it and both ruin and judgment lie 


ahead. 


“For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven ... The entrance of thy words giveth light; 
it giveth understanding unto the simple ... Thy 
word is true from the beginning: and every one of 
thy righteous judgments endureth for ever ... Great 
peace have they which love thy law: and nothing 
shall offend them.” 


“And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind 


him to powder.” —L.N.B. 





Another Look At Satan 
And His Devices 


Looking at Satan and his devices, the Bible is our 
only source of information that is reliable. From this 
source we know that Satan is the cause of ail sin. 
This is undeniable unless we repudiate all the con- 
tents of redemption from sin. We gather also the 
knowledge of Satan’s purpose—to overthrow and 
destroy God’s kingdom and to rule the world and 
kingdom himself. We see him operating on this 
purpose all the way through. He began by denying 
the existence and authority of God. Failing, in part, 
he next attacks the Deity of the Son of God. Failing 
here, in part, he attacks the personality of the Holy 
Spirit. Failing here, in part, he makes his assault on 
the worship we owe and give to God. 


Are these not truths that are tragically evident to 
every thinking Christian? Satan has succeeded in 
bringing the whole world to the brink of ruin. It is 
“a time of trouble such as never was since there was 
a nation.” The whole world is under highest tension. 
Nervous diseases take the lead in diseases. Hospitals 
are filled with those who have ulcers and other 
nervous disorders. Psychiatrists are thick. They feed 
on histeria, jitters, broken homes, secret sins, drink 
and panic. 


God’s remedy: “Be still, and know that I am 
God.” Christians know that the Sabbath or the 
Lord’s day as it should be called, is the greatest of 
days. God has made great promises to those who 
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keep it. It should be a perpetual Pentecost. In it the 
Church makes its greatest advance. It is the greatest 
day for sowing seed, cultivating and reaping. It is the 
greatest day for hearing and reading the Word of 
God. It is the greatest day of prayer, repentance, 
confession and pardon of sin. It is the greatest day 
for praise, fellowship and service. It is the day when 
we take spiritual stock and inculcate spiritual vit- 
amin. It therefore becomes the day of rest and re- 
cuperation for the whole of man. 


BUT if Satan can break into all this and break 
it down, he will succeed in destroying God’s king- 
dom. 


AND he is engaged in this with everything he has. 
He encourages us to further engage in all these 
nervous and passionate ways that bring on these 
shattering diseases. He creates high tension and 
blood pressure. 


Read the 4th commandment and then look at what 
goes on during the Sabbath. Look at our highways. 
More travel on them than any other day. More 
wrecks. More travel on trains. More travel by air. 
Preachers filling appointments by all these means. 
Here is a special coach on a train, filled with minis- 
ters of a certain denomination going to a church 
convention, but having a “service” on the train to 
sanctify the desecration of the Sabbath! More visits 
are made on the Sabbath than on any other day. 
What an effect on church attendance this makes. 
What becomes of our testimony? What does the 
devil say? 
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And look what Satan has done to that day with 
sports: turns the day into a great hullabaloo of base- 
ball, golf, races, ending with cocktail parties, movies 
and the like. No worship—yes, perhaps a brief hour 
in the morning and then—what becomes of the 
promises and commandments of God and His bless- 
ings? Is Satan winning? 


And what literature is there in our homes? The 
Bible is the best seller, but where is it in the home? 
And where is the church paper? Every magazine 
with its staggering pictures and stories. Is Satan 
winning? No wonder there is such a vast demand 
for investigations of all sorts of crookedness. We are 
not teaching what is right and wrong. We are setting 
a bad example before our children and the world. I 
remember a missionary who attended a General 
Assembly and was asked to preach in a church some 
distance away. He asked a man how he could get to 
the church and his answer was “Why the train runs 
right there.” This old-fashioned man with flowing 
beard walked and the train passed him on the way. 
The heathen loved him. 


What are we doing about it, we, the old blue- 
blooded Presbyterian Church of John Calvin and 
John Knox? Some, in their endeavor to gain spirit- 
uality are bringing in “aids to worship”—crosses, 
candles, vestments and liturgies. Still “we see 
through a glass darkly.” “Nothing in my hand I 
bring.” Nothing should come between us and Christ 
our Mediator. Are we not getting way from the 
“simplicity that is in Christ?’ Let nothing take 
away our Lord. Satan must have supreme satisfac- 
tion when he is able to dim our spiritual vision, to 
silence a tongue and make a recruit. Long years of 
observation have shown me that Sabbath-breaking 
will most surely lower and destroy spirituality and 
harden conscience. 


Sabbath-breaking begins with neglect. Sins of 
neglect are the easiest sins to commit. Rome began its 
downfall by neglecting to be thankful. (Rom. 1:21) 
How easy! After this came pride, vanity, high- 
mindedness, “lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God.” And down—down—down they fell until they 
reached chronic unbelief and boldly repudiated God 
and invited the ruin which followed. Is America on 
this toboggan? Sabbath-breaking is a terrible national 
sin. Is Satan winning? 


We often hear remarks about horse and buggy 
days and few of us want to go back to them, nor is 
there any likelihood that this will be done. But we 
would welcome the spirituality and pure conscience 
of the past. Perhaps the horse and buggy had little to 
do with spirituality, but the automobile surely has 
not contributed to it. Our social political and eco- 
nomic conscience is seared, defiled, defiant. I heard 
a noted commentator suggest that gambling be 
legalized because it is so universal and unmanage- 
able. That is to put up the ten commandments to 
vote! Do away with Sabbath-breaking the same way. 
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Then we would have a right to defiled consciences. 
However, that would not do away with the penalty 
of destruction of spirituality. The Sabbath is in the 
way of the devil and he will do away with it if he is 
able. 


If we lose the Sabbath we lose true patriotism. 
From the worship of God comes knowledge of right- 
eousness, justice, truth and freedom. It also creates 
abhorrence of oppression and stirs up a passion for 
law and order, home and country. Our church has a 
proud record of patriotism. 


If we lose the Sabbath we lose physical and mental 
rest. This alone should cause us to spend the day in 
seeking the recuperation we need. A Sabbath breaker 
lives in a danger zone. God’s most coveted blessings 
follow Sabbath observance. Waiting on the Lord 
renews strength. Is “The Cotter’s Saturday Night” 
antiquated ? 


“From scenes like these old Scotias grandeur springs, 
That makes her loved at home, revered abroad.” 


* * * * 


“Oh never, never Scotia’s realm desert ; 
But still the patriot and the patriot-bard, 
In bright succession raise, her ornament and guard!” 


If we lose the Sabbath we lose all the blessings con- 
sequent. (Isaiah 58:13-14.) These are the blessings 
we want most. There is a call for a deepening of 
spirituality from many quarters. Ours has been a 
Christian nation. Satan is menacing it. We can gain 
this needed spirituality by returning to the Sabbath 
and obeying the commandment. 


We have great conventions and no prayer. God is 
left out. 


We crave God’s blessings but fail in our worship. 
The State needs men of spiritual vision. The Church 
must have them. The Church is the only agency 
engaged in producing such men. Are we doing it or 
is Satan winning? 


I stood by the supposed grave of Calvin one day. 
The guide kicked at the marble marker. On another 
day I saw the “I K” where Knox was buried. And 
then the monument to Agnes and Margaret Wilson 
and other heroes and martyrs. They were liberators 
of conscience and Church. If we would honor them, 
we cannot do so by revering monuments alone but in 
serving our day and generation as they did and by 
handing down to posterity an untarnished Sabbath. 


Watchman, how goes the war? Is there any ap- 
peasement or compromise? Satan will not have a 
stalemate. Christ will not have less than complete 
victory. 


With renewed faith let us sing “Onward, Chris- 
—C.T.C. 


tian soldiers!” 





The 


Ten Commandments 


according to 


The Shorter Catechism 


By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


Let us come before his presence with thanks- 
giving, and make a joyful noise unto him with 
psalms. For the Lord is a great God, and a great 
King above all gods. —Ps. 95:2. 


Q. 49. Which is the second commandment? 


A. The second commandment is, Thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or; that is in the water under the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor 
serve them; for I the LORD thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me; and showing mercy unto thou- 
sands of them that love me, and keep my command- 
“ments. 


The First Commandment tells us whom to wor- 
ship: the one only, living and true God. The second 
tells us how to worship Him. “God is a spirit and 
they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth.” 


To understand the commandment more clearly we 
may divide it into three parts. First, it forbids our 
making any visible forms or figures for God who is 
spiritual and beyond our ability to comprehend. Like- 
wise it forbids our worshipping the things in heaven, 
earth, or sea. In Deuteronomy 4:16 this is explained 
on the ground that the people of Israel saw no 
manner of form on the day that the LORD spoke to 
them in Horeb out of the midst of the fire. 


Second, it forbids our giving worship or adoration 
to such images, pictures, sun, moon or stars. God 
does not condemn all pictures or sculpture since He 
permitted Moses to make embroidered figures for 
the veil separating between the holy and the most 
holy place and Solomon to have carvings for the 
Temple. This commandment does make it unlawful 


to use images or sacred pictures so far as men are led 
“to bow down” to these things and “worship” them. 


Perhaps there is need for a reconsideration of the 
matter of “worship-centers” both in connection with 
this commandment and with the focal center God 
has given for Christian worship. In the Old Testa- 
ment the people of God worshipped toward the holy 
of holies facing the veil behind which they knew by 
faith was the mercy-seat and the ark of the Covenant. 
In the New Testament worship we lift our hearts, 
knowing by faith that in the heavenly Tabernacle 
which God pitched, the Lamb stands as it had been 
slain, the High Priest ever lives to intercede for us. 
If the eyes of our bodies are turned to a visible 
worship-center below, will that not deflect the eyes 
of our faith from the worship center God has given, 


namely, our Lord and Saviour at His own right 
hand? 


Third, this commandment has a penalty attached 
for disobedience and a reward for obedience. Jeal- 
ousy may be used in a good as well as in a bad sense. 
A parent is properly jealous for the good name of his 
daughter. God’s jealousy means that He is not an 
indifferent or an unconcerned God, but a God of 
love. He punishes for three or four generations those 
who disobey Him, and rewards for thousands of 
generations those who obey Him. 


This second commandment is obscured by the way 
in which the Roman Catholics number the com- 
mandments. They put the first and second com- 
mandment into one and then divide the tenth into 
two. That cannot be justified because in the giving 
of the Ten Commandments in Exodus, the tenth 
commandment starts with “thy neighbor’s house” ; 
while in the account in Deuternomy it begins with 
“thy neighbor’s wife.” By rolling the first two into 
one the Roman Catholic worshipper does not so 
easily see the contradiction between his bowing down 
to images and pictures of the saints and this law of 


God. 
In the Scottish psalter, Psalm 105, 4-9, reads: 


“Their idols silver are and gold, 

Work of men’s hands they be. 

Mouths have they, but they do not speak; 
And eyes, but they do not see; 

Ears have they, but they do not hear; 
Noses, but savour not; 

Hands, feet, but handle not nor walk; 
Nor speak they through their throat. 


Like them their makers are, and all 
On them their trust that build. 

O Isr’el, trust thou in the LORD, 
He is their help and shield.” 


This is the third in a series of articles by Dr. Robinson, pro- 
fessor of historical theology, Columbia Theological Seminary. 
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Voice of Faith 


By 


H. Lawrence Love 


It was a gray day in Israel. 


The Philistines had gathered together an host “as 
the sand which is on the sea shore in multitude,” 
armed for battle, and accompanied by 30,000 a 
and 6,000 horsemen. 


Among the children of Israel “there was neither 
sword nor spear found,” save those in the hands of 
Saul and Jonathan, and the men “did hide themselves 
in caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and in high 
places, and in pits.” 


In desperation Saul had unworthily offered 
sacrifices unto the Lord, and the Lord through the 
lips of Samuel had delivered a message of judgment 
upon his kingdom. The shadows were lengthening, 
not only for Saul but for all Israel. 


But God had His man of the hour; a man of 
faith; a man of action. This man was Jonathan, the 
king’s son. “And Jonathan said unto the young man 
that bare his armour, Come and let us go over unto 
the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that 
the Lord will work for us: for there is no restraint 
to the Lord to save by many or by few.” 


The voice of faith had spoken! “Our God is able!” 


Thus Jonathan and his armourbearer marched 
with the Lord beyond the gleaming rock of Bozez, 
past the knife-edged, thorn-like stone of Seneh to the 
outposts of the enemy; believing, unafraid. 


Then said Jonathan, Behold, we will pass over 
unto these men, and we will discover ourselves to 
them. If they say thus, Tarry until we come to you: 
then we will stand still in our place, and will not 
go up unto them. But if they say thus, Come up unto 
us, then we will go up: for the Lord hath delivered 
them into our hand ... And both of them discovered 
themselves unto the garrison of the Philistines: and 
the Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrews come forth 
out of the holes where they had hid themselves. 
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(I Samuel 14:1-23) 


Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 


And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan 
and his armour bearer, and said, Come up to us and 
we will show you a thing. 


And Jonathan said unto his armourbearer, Come 
up after me: for the Lord hath delivered them into 
the hand of Israel. 


Thus the battle was joined, with God and two 
against tens of thousands. “And there was trembling 
in the host, in the field, and among all the people: 
the garrison, the spoilers, they also trembled, and the 
earth quaked: so it was a very great trembling.” 
The Israelites began to come out from their hiding, 
“and Saul and all the people that were with him 
assembled themselves and they came to the battle 
..+, moreover, the Hebrews that were with the 
Philistines before that time ... even they also turned 
to be with the Israelites that were with Saul and 
Jonathan ... so the Lord saved Israel that day.” 


When will we be willing to leave off fighting 
among ourselves and go over against the garrison of 
the enemy? 


When will the cry of faith ascend again to the 
throne of heaven? 


When will we be able to affirm, whether we 
stand or go up, “The Lord hath delivered them into 
our hand?” 


When that day comes, in the train of triumph 
there will follow a multitude of the people of God, 
coming out from their hiding, coming out among the 
Philistines, to put to flight the enemies of the living 
God! 


May there come again among the ranks of evan- 
gelical Christians such a spirit of faith and evangel- 
istic fervor that the blessing of God cannot be with- 
held; that fainting, doubting hearts among the scat- 
tered and fearful people of God may be made to see 
that “this is the victory that overcomes the world, 
even our faith!” 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR MAY 20 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Southern Kingdom 


Scripture: II Kings 18-20; II Corinthians 29-30; 
Isaiah 31. Devotional Reading: Psalm 46. 


The 46th Psalm was written to commemorate the 
deliverance of Judah from the Assyrians. Lord 
Byron has a well-known poem on this victory, ending 
thus: 


“And the widows of Ashur are loud in their 
wail, 
And the idols are broke in the temple of 
Baal; 
And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by 
the sword, 
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the 


Lord!” 


In times of national danger and despair, “God is our 
refuge and strength.” It is said that when Luther 
became discouraged, he and Melanchthon would 
sing this Psalm. His great hymn, “A Mighty Fort- 
ress Is Our God,” was probably suggested to him by 
this Old Testament Psalm. It would be well for us 
in America to claim the promises of these verses, but 
first we will have to turn from our sins. 


The Northern Kingdom had no rulers who really 
tried to bring about a true reformation. Some of 
their kings were better than others, and sought a 
partial return to God. (See II Kings 10:28-31). 
Jehu destroyed Baal worship, but he did not depart 
from the sins of Jereboam or take heed to walk in 


the law of the Lord. 


The Southern Kingdom, however, had a good 
many men who followed the example of David and 
tried to bring the nation back to God; Asa and Je- 
hoshaphat, Joash (while Jehoida the priest lived), 
Hezekiah and Josiah. Of all these Hezekiah is the 
best and most outstanding. He is selected as a 
shining example of the good kings of Judah. 


I. A Great King: II Kings 18:1-8; 
II Chron. 29:1,2. 


We have his portrait painted in these verses. The 
writers usually draw a character sketch of the kings, 
whether good or bad. Often when a good king is 
described his mother’s name is given, and sometimes 
when an especially bad one is mentioned, the mother’s 
name is also recorded. Is there not a suggestion here? 
The influence of a good or a bad mother is very 
strong in any child’s life. 


The mother of Hezekiah was Abi, the daughter 
of Zechariah. 


His reign was a long one, twenty-nine years. He 
did that which was right in the sight of the Lord 


according to all that David had done. He removed 
the high places. He trusted in the Lord God of 
Israel so that after him there was none like him, nor 
any that were before him, for he clave to the Lord. 
This is high praise and commendation. And the Lord 
was with him and prospered him and made him vic- 
torious over the Philistines. Thus we have drawn 
for us the portrait of a great and good king. It is not 
surprising that glorious deliverances took place dur- 
ing his reign: “Them that honor Me, I will honor,” 
is one of the promises that we see fulfilled often in 
the lives of good kings. If our men in public office 
today would honor Him more we, too, would see 
such deliverances. 


II. A Great National Deliverance: 
II Kings 18:9 - 19:37. 


Verses 9-12 tell of the carrying away of Israel by 
the Assyrians. This, of course, made the situation of 
Judah very precarious. 


Hezekiah seemed at first to have yielded to the 
threats and demands of Sennacherib, for he strips 
the house of God of its gold to pay the heavy tribute 
demanded by that monarch. This act of “appease- 
ment” does not stop the Assyrian, however, and his 
army comes against Jerusalem. Rabshakeh makes a 
most insulting, boastful, and blasphemous speech. He 
gives four reasons which would appeal to the people 
and tend to undermine their morale: (1) it would 
be vain for them to trust in Egypt (that seemed to 
be part of Hezekiah’s first plan); (2) and equally 
foolish, according to this heathen officer, to trust in 
the Lord; (3) they had no sufficient army to attempt 
to stand against the hordes of Assyrians; and (4) 
the Lord had said to him, Go up against this land 
and destroy it. How could such strong and subtle 
arguments be met? The situation appeared to be 
hopeless. Rabshakeh makes out a most convincing 
case, according to his point of view, and what might 
be called in our day, a “realistic” point of view. The 
other thing he omitted, and the most important, was 
God. What would Hezekiah do? He was at his 
“wits’ end,” and like others in a similar situation, 
there was only one thing to do, turn for help to God. 


He sends a message to Isaiah the prophet. It is a 
wonderful thing for any nation when it has a pro- 
phet like Isaiah to consult, and a king like Hezekiah 
who is willing to consult him. If some of our leaders 
today would seek the help of evangelical preachers 
and follow their advice we would be on much safer 
ground than we are when we seek advice only of 
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politically-minded men. Preachers make good ad- 
visers for kings, if they are the right sort of 
preachers. He gets a most reassuring answer from 
Isaiah. 


The next demand of the Assyrians is in the form 
of a letter, as boastful and as blasphemous as the 
speech had been. Hezekiah takes the letter to the 
Lord, and before Him, on his knees, he pleads for 
his land. It is a splendid sight to behold kings, presi- 
dents, and generals, “upon their knees.” Again the 
answer comes through Isaiah the prophet. The angel 
of the Lord smites the Assyrian host and Judah is 
delivered. 


III. 4 Great Personal Deliverance: 
II Kings 20. 


Hezekiah was sick, and the first message of Isaiah 
was disheartening, to say the least: ““Put thine house 
in order, for thou shalt die, and not live.” Sometimes 
the doctor has to tell us the same thing. 


Again, Hezekiah turns to the Lord in prayer, and 
his prayer is answered. Isaiah, even before he had 
gone out of the middle court, was told to return and 
give the king the answer: “Behold, I will heal 
thee ... and I will add unto thy days fifteen years.” 
What would we do to “set our house in order,” if we 
knew we had a definite period of time in which to 
make preparation? The only wise course for us to 
pursue is to keep our house in order all the time. God 
also gave Hezekiah a “sign” to back up His promise, 
and the shadow in the sundial goes backward ten 
degrees. God is perfectly willing to give “signs” to 
encourage and strengthen our faith, as we see here 
and in the case of Gideon, but Jesus refused to fur- 
nish “signs” to the unbelievers of His day. 


In connection with this incident we have the one 
sin of which we are informed in the life of this good 
man. If we compare the accounts in II Kings, II 
Chronicles, and Isaiah, we will see that Hezekiah 
failed to bear testimony to the ambassadors from 
Babylon, and instead of telling them about the mar- 
vellous miracle of healing, he showed them all the 
treasures in his house. He missed a golden oppor- 
tunity to testify for God and praise Him for His 





goodness. When foreigners come to the United Na- 
tions Assembly at Lake Success what do they see in 
our supposed Christian land? When we have some 
of the Displaced Persons come to our community, 
what do they see? When we have visitors in our 
homes, what do they see in our houses? Are we bear- 
ing testimony to Christ? I knew a man who had be- 


-come a practical infidel, a Spaniard, and he roomed 


in the home of a minister. He and his wife spent a 
whole night in prayer for him. This unbeliever be- 
came a Christian, and was in the seminary when I 
was there, and afterward became a missionary. 


IV. A Great Spiritual Revival: 
IT Chron, 29:4-30. 


One difference between Chronicles and Kings is 
that the former stresses the religious phase of the 
reigns of these rulers. So in the chapter before us we 
have a long account of the spiritual reformation, or 
revival under Hezekiah. 


The first step was to cleanse the House of the 
Lord. Jesus had to cleanse the Temple at the begin- 
ning of His ministry and at its end. One of the first 
signs of spiritual depression or apostasy is neglect of 
God’s House and its defilement. This was true in 
Judah’s history. So there had to be a complete reno- 
vation of the Temple. Verse 18 says: “Then they 
went in to Hezekiah, and said, We have cleansed all 
the house of the Lord.” 


The next step was sacrificial offerings and sacri- 
fices. There was a great sacrificial sin offering. The 
recognition of sin and the making of atonement is an 
important part of any revival. We never get far in 
revivals unless we repent and turn away from sin. 
There is a wholesale recognition of sin and the need 
for atonement. 


This was followed by worship and singing. Great 
joy always comes where there is heartfelt confession 
of sin. One of the characteristics of revivals is sing- 
ing. Many new hymns are born in such times. This 
was true in the revivals of Moody and Sankey. 


The next step was the keeping of the Feast of the 
Passover. (Study). 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





VESPER TOPICS FOR MAY 20 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 





How About A Date ? 


One of the most important problems that we have as we pass through our high school and college days is 
the matter of dating. How shall we date? Whom should we date? How should we behave on the date. Dating 
is natural and normal, and if properly carried out, will not only mean that we will have a good time now, 
but it will mean that we know how to choose properly that one with whom we are to spend the remainder of 


Introduction 


our days. 
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As we approach this interesting but important 
problem, we must approach it as we do everything 
else in life from the Christian standpoint. 


Perhaps the best way to get at the Christian view- 
point is to remember the only description that we 
have of Jesus between the ages of 12 and 30. Luke 
tells us that He was growing in four ways—in body, 
in mind, in spirit, and in social influence. (Luke 
2:52) As we approach the matter of dating, we need 
to set very clearly in our minds and hearts that we 
must date in such a way that our dating will enable 
us to grow four ways in Christian life and character. 
Let us look at some of the things that this means. 


Scripture Study 


1. Our Bodies Must Be Made Clean Temples of 
the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. 


We must refrain from everything that: 


(a) Weakens the body 
(b) Degrades the body 
(c) Enslaves the body. 


When you and I believed on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and were born from above, the Holy Spirit came to 
live in our hearts. Since He is the “Holy Spirit,” you 
and I must not defile the body but must keep it 
clean and holy. Our bodies need good recreation and 
exercise, but any such thing that weakens the body, 
like overindulgence and extremes; anything that 
degrades the body, like petting and sexual freedoms; 
or anything that enslaves the body, such as cigarettes 
and alcohol, must not have any part in our program 
of living. 


2. Our Minds Must Be Occupied With Things 
That Are Worthwhile. Philippians 4:8-9. 


We must see that our: 


(a) Conversation is holy 
(b) Amusements are creative 


(c) Interests are good. 


We are living in a day and an age in which great 
movements over the world are trying to win our 
minds and make us think what they want us to 
think. But the Christian must think what Christ 
would have him think. From our intimate, personal, 
social chit-chat on through to the consideration of 
the great issues of life the Christian, must ever see 
that his mind is filled with the truth of God. In the 
matter of dating, we must, too, watch our minds 
and see that our conversation is holy, and not clutter- 
ed with false sophistication and suggestive stories; 
that our amusements are worthwhile and helpful and 
not degrading and suggestive, as are so many of our 
movies today; and our interest must be good and 
upbuilding. In our dating we must not talk about 
anything, or go anywhere that would put into our 
minds, or into our actions, anything unworthy of 


Christ. 
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Peter Marshall’s Book 


MR. JONES, MEET THE MASTER! 


These selected sermons and prayers, addressed to the man in 
the street, show Peter Marshall’s greatness. “He was a man of 
great piety and great wit, a man with strength of soul and 
fine personal charm ... He put the whole power of his spirit 
into his beseechings of Almighty God.” $2.50. 
—Congressional Record. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 





3. Our Social Influence Must Count for Christ. 
1 Corinthians 10:31-33. 


We must separate from: 


(a) Becoming identified with unbelievers 
(b) Practising things that cause others to stumble 
(c) Holding attitudes that are offensive. 


We live in a world of people, and what they do 
influences us, and what we do influences them. It is 
not long that we are among a people until we are 
labeled and identified as being a certain type of 
person. You and I must so let Christ have His way 
in our hearts and lives that we will be identified with 
Christ and our influence will count for Him. To do 
this we must not only put Christ into our conversa- 
tion and activities, but we must take out of our con- 
versations and activities anything that will identify 
us with those who do not believe in Jesus Christ, or 
with anything that would cause others to stumble; 
and in the separation from these things we must be 
careful to have attitudes that are gracious and 
humble, not selfrighteous and holier than thou, 
because such selfrighteous attitudes can sometimes be 
a cause of stumbling, even as sinful things may be a 
cause of stumbling. 


4. Our Spiritual Life Must Be Pleasing to God. 


(a) By taking delight in God 
(b) By fulfilling duty for God 


Our spiritual life must be pleasing to God. In 
order to please God, we must take delight in the 
things of God and be faithful and fulfilling in the 
duties that we should carry out for God. In the 
level of dating, that means that we should date only 
those who are Christians like ourselves, only those 
who enjoy the things of God and the church, only 
those who delight to pray with us and cooperate 
with us in seeking the lost. 


SUGGESTIONS 


In Presbyterian Youth the talks are largely con- 
cerned with some of the more practical matters about 
dating and the ethics of dating. Perhaps it would be 
well to follow this practical approach with a devo- 
tional study of the passage of scripture suggested 
above in order that the practical may be rooted and 
grounded in the spiritual and important. 
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CHURCH NEWS 








Dr. John M. Alexander, left, chairman of the Radio Division of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., At- 
lanta, Ga.; J. Leonard Reinsch, managing director of Atlanta’s WSB and WSB-TV; Dr. Robert B. 
Giffen; and Dr. Arthur Vann Gibson, chairman of the Radio-TV Division of the Council and Pastor 
of the Morningside Presbyterian Church, discuss WSB-TV’s new Morning Devotions Program, 


which made its bow March l. 


Atlanta Inaugurates 
TV Devotions Program 


ATLANTA, Ga. (PN)—Atlanta’s WSB-TV in- 
augurated a new Morning Devotional Program 
March | to be a daily feature. The telecast, which 
is arranged through the co-operation of the Atlanta 
clergymen and the Atlanta Christian Council, opens 
WSB-TV’s broadcasting day at 10:30 a.m. 


Dr. Robert B. Giffen, Secretary of the Atlanta 
Christian Council, said the programs will feature 
five minutes of prayer, scripture, and meditation; a 
five-minute talk; and five minutes of transcribed 
music suitable to the occasion. 





Jacksonville Church 
Shows Rapid Growth 


The South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church of 
Jacksonville, Fla., recently reported to the Presby- 
tery of Suwannee, that during the year 1950-51, 
203 members were added to the Church, 86 of whom 
came on profession of faith. The Church has an en- 
rollment of 1,201 members. Total contributions to 
all causes was $62,668.00. Dr. Stephen T. Harvin 
is pastor. 
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—PHOTO BY LANE BROS. 





Highland Park, Largest Presbyterian 
U.S. Church, To Observe 1951 As 
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary 


A full year’s program has begun at Highland 
Park Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas, to com- 
memorate the founding of the church 25 years ago 
when 190 communicants became the charter mem- 
bers. 


Today the church is the largest in the General 
Assembly with a membership of more than 3,600 
persons. . 


The church was organized May 9, 1926. Five 
elders and five deacons were elected, ordained and 
installed May 16. The Rev. E. C. Scott served as 
stated supply until February 1926 when Dr. W. A. 
Alexander was installed as the first minister of the 


church. 


Throughout its ministry, the church has showed 
steady growth through professions of faith. In recent 
years, the following figures of professions of faith 
have indicated increased growth: 1948, 99; 1949, 
52; 1950, 92. Added to these have been hundreds 


of increases by certificates each year. 








William M. Elliott. Jr., D.D. 


The Sunday School enrollment in 1950 was 2,372. 


The physical growth of the church has also been 
outstanding. A beautiful sanctuary (see cover) was 
completed in 1941 and a new educational building 
was completed in 1940. A new chapel, Wynn 
Chapel, donated by Mr. and Mrs. T. L. Wynne, is 
now under construction. The first church building, 
constructed in 1927-28, was an educational building, 
now named the Alexander Building. 


Former pastors of the church include Dr. Alex- 
ander, Dr. Tom Currie, Dr. Henry Wade DuBose, 
and Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., the present pastor. 


Activities of the church scheduled for this month 
include an anniversary banquet May 11 for former 
ministers, assistant ministers and charter members. 
May 13 will be reunion Sunday. In the spring of 
1952 during the closing weeks of the anniversary 
year, a series of lectures will be held, the new chapel 
dedicated and radio and television programs. 





Annuities Board Meets; 
Joy Gift Is $245,953 


LovulIsviL_E, Ky. (PN )—The Board of Annuities 
and Relief held its regular meeting April 18 in 
Louisville, Ky., according to an announcement by 
Charles B. Castner, chairman. 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs, executive secretary, an- 
nounced that this year’s Joy Gift amounted to 
$245,953.95 the largest amount ever received for 
ministerial relief in one year. $186,000 was received 


in 1949-50 and $196,000 in 1948-49. 


Financial reports of the Board indicated that 
$426,944.79 has been received from living donors 
and $53,146.14 from other sources for relief during 
1950-51. The Ministers’ and Employees’ Annuity 


Funds show assets as of March 31, 1951 of $11,218, 
341.19. 
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New officers for the Board of Annuities and Relief 
were elected as follows: Charles B. Castner, Louis- 
ville, Ky., chairman; Charles J. Currie, Atlanta, 
Ga., vice chairman; Rev. W. H. Hopper, Louis- 
ville, Ky, treasurer; Dr. Bernard A. Mcllhany, 
Louisville, Ky., assistant treasurer. 


The next meeting of the board will be held in 
Atlanta, Ga., July 1, Castner said. 





Arkansas College Endowment, 
Building Fund Campaign 
Nears $543,500 Goal 


Arkansas College officials have announced that the 
endowment and building fund of $543,500 being 
sought for the college is nearing completion. To 
date, the endowment fund has been established and 
the remaining portion of the total fund, less than 
$50,000, is to be used exclusively for the construction 
of the new Women’s Building unless otherwise 
designated by the donors. 


A committee of the Synod of Arkansas has been 
working with college authorities in efforts to reach 
the total goal and it is expected that the total cam- 
paign will be ended this spring. The college is seek- 
ing a challenge fund of the last five or ten thousand 
dollars to stimulate the final effort. 





Union Seminary Elects 


Student Officers 


Robert G. Patterson of Bluefield, W. Va., a 
middler at Union Seminary and a graduate of Wash- 
ington and Lee, has been elected president of the 
student body for the coming year in the seminary. 


Other officers elected include Mac Turnage, Gulf- 
port, Miss., secretary ; Thomas F. Clark, Bladen, N. 
C., member, executive cabinet and John L. Payne 
Jr., Richmond, Va., executive cabinet. 


The following have been elected chairmen’ for 
various activities. They are Sam N. Thomas, Pink 
Hill, N. C., physical life; William Plonk, Charlotte, 
N. C., social life; William Cohill, Pittsburg, Pa., 
spiritual life; Curtis Harper, Lynchburg, Va., and 
Richard Morgan, Philadelphia, Pa., co-chairmen, 
ecumenical life. 





Corpus Christi Church 


Hears Dr. Sweets 


The Westminster Presbyterian Church of Corpus 
Christi, Tex., recently held a series of pre-Easter 
services, with the Rev. Henry H. Sweets, D.D., in 
charge. The church reports great spiritual ‘ enrich- 
ment and a sweeping rededication of lives to Christ. 
The Rev. Chauncey Acrey is pastor. A 
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Model Solomon’s Temple 
Reconstructed, Film Available 


A filmstrip of the latest model reconstruction of 
Solomon’s Temple, is now available to religious and 
educational groups at cost. 


The model, unveiled at Agnes Scott College last 
fall, was designed by Dr. Paul L. Garber, professor 
of Bible at Agnes Scott, and built by E. G. Howland 
of Troy, Ohio. Dr. Garber spent four years com- 
piling archaeological findings of the last half-century 
for incorporation into the new reconstruction, which 
differs radically from former ones. 


The 35 mm. filmstrip, comprising 78 frames and 
accompanied by an explanatory manual, may be 
obtained from Southeastern Films, Mortgage Guar- 
antee Building, Atlanta 3, Ga., at production cost 
($2.50). 





Tennessee Church Honors 
Three Deceased Elders 


The First Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, 
Tenn., has sent memorial tributes to three of its rul- 
ing elders who have died this year. 


George Andrew Jarvis, died February 1; John D. 
Roseborough, died March 21 and William Theo 
McCown Sr., died January 29. 


All of these men had served their church well and 
faithfully. Each participated in the activities of the 
church. 


A copy of the memorial tribute to the three elders 
has been sent to the church papers and permanent 
records entered in the records of the church and 
session book. Copies of the tributes have been sent to 
the survivors. 





Central Mississippi Presbytery 
Petitions For Evangelistic Services 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi in its April 
17 meeting in Jackson, Miss., petitioned its synod to 
call simultaneous evangelistic services in the churches 
of the synod. In other actions, presbytery paid 
tribute to the late Rev. R. G. Lowe. The Rev. Van 
Arnold was elected moderator. James Newsome, of 
Jackson, was received as a candidate for the min- 
istry. The Rev. E. R. Patterson was retiring mod- 
erator. 





Dallas Book Store 
To Open Sept. 23 


Dattas, Tex. (PN)—O. G. Henry, director of 
the southwestern branch of the Board of Education 
has announced that the formal opening of the new 
Dallas Presbyterian Book Store will be held Sept. 
23, 24 and 25. The inability of contractors to meet 
tentative opening dates postponed the earlier opening. 
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Henry said the store would be the site of a mass 
meeting of Presbyterians Sunday-afternoon, Sept. 23. 
He said Monday, the 24th will be a day to remember 
in southwest Presbyterianism because authors, speak- 
ers, publishers and many agency heads will be on 
hand to meet and talk to the store’s future customers. 


Monday noon will feature a John Knox Press 
luncheon and Monday evening will see the “open 
house” for every Presbyterian buyer of books. Plans 
for Tuesday are still in the development stage, 
Henry said. 





Holshouser Appointed 
To World Camp 


RICHMOND, Va. (PN) — World Council of 
Churches department of work camps has announced 
selection of Miss Mary Holshouser as a member of 
the world camp to be held at Mainz-Kastel, Ger- 
many this summer. 


Active in Presbyterian Youth work for several 
years, Miss Holshouser is a junior at the Women’s 
College of the University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro, N. C. where she has served with West- 
minster Fellowship, Interfaith Council and student 
government. 


Miss Holshouser’s participation in the camp will 
be made possible in part through money from the 
Birthday Fund for student work given by the 
Women of the Church in 1950. 





THE WORKS OF 


J.GRESHAM MACHEN 


GOD TRANSCENDENT AND 
OTHER SERMONS 
Price $2.50 | 


WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY? 
Price $3.00 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IN 
THE MODERN WORLD 
Price $3.00 


WHAT IS FAITH? 

Price $3.00 

THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF MAN 
Price $3.00 

CHRISTIANITY AND LIBERALISM 
Price $2.50 

THE ORIGIN OF PAUL’S RELIGION 

Price $3.00 

THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST 
Price $3.00 
Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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WOMEN’S WORK 





What I Would Like From The 
Women Of My Church 


It has been my good fortune to serve for the past 
year as president of a particularly fine and active 
group of church women. Since this is true my ap- 
proach to the subject suggested is more from the 
point of “What I have appreciated from the Women 
of My Church.” Almost all of the things “I Would 
Like” have been present in their fine responsive 
attitudes. However, the beginning of the new church 
year is a good time to evaluate those attitudes and 
to stress the ones most helpful to the Executive 
Officers, who serve the group. 


First there is a warm:spot:in the heart for those 
women who understand: that the executive officers 
do serve the group: Almost in the same sense that 
servants in a home cover the mechanics of cleaning, 
dusting, cooking, ironing so that the members of the 
family may function as useful people in a well- 
ordered background, so do the officers spend hours 
covering monotonous. and ever recurring tasks to 
make it possible for the group, as a whole, to func- 
tion. Large areas of their time must go into routines 
definitely lacking in glamour and not a part of what- 
ever honor may go with holding office. To the 
women who give encouragement because they under- 
stand all of this, the officers are grateful. 


The strength of any organization lies not so much 
in its leaders as in the rank and file of its member- 
ship. Only, as many women give their time and 
talents to dozens of small and seemingly unimportant 
tasks does the whole structure of a year’s work build. 
So COOPERATION becomes a word to be written 
in capital letters by every woman. “Do I pull my 
share of the load, or do I attend merely to absorb 
inspiration and enjoy Christian fellowship” is a 
question to be fairly and honestly faced by each 
individual member. Budgets and special offerings 
are not raised by large gifts from a few, but by small 
ones from the many. New members are not made to 
feel welcome by smiles from the officers and leaders 
but by the warm responsiveness of the whole group. 
A Committee Chairman alone can do little in the 
field of Christian relations but aided by women from 
every circle she can direct help to any number of 
needy families. The total program of the church 
cannot be a matter of concern and knowledge to the 
officers only but must be studied and carried out by 
all the members. If there is reason for a criticism 
that the same women hold the places of leadership 
year after year then newer and younger members are 
failing to grow into their full share of responsibility. 


The knowledge of prayers being earnestly made in 
their behalf is a heart-warming comfort to the officers 
and perhaps most particularly to the President. Prob- 
ably no woman ever assumes that office feeling 
adequate for its complex duties. To organize using 
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Preliminary Report On Survey Of 
Home Mission Salaries 
Reports From 81 Presbyteries 


1. Number of full-time ordained 
ministers receiving Home 


Mission Aid ans 523 
Average salary of these min- 
lac Bc ates aia $ 2,875 


Number of full-time ordained 
ministers whose salaries are 


under $3,000 .... leet 242 
Average salary of these min- 
isters $ 2,580 


Amount required to raise these 
ministers to a minimum of 


$3,000 . $101,500 

2. Number of college age chil- 
dren (18 through 21) ......... 67 

Educational allotment of $100 
per child per year .. $ 6,700 

3. Participation in White Cross 
Plan (Presbyteries) ........... 2 


4, Minimum Salary Standards 
Presbyteries with minimum of 











Sn a. | 
Presbyteries with minimum of 
$3,000 nna eecccccccsccssssssesesesesssessssn 26 
Presbyteries with minimum of 
Se CE AEN: PA 21 
Presbyteries with minimum of 
$2600 nooo cececccsssssessssesesevesssssesssve 1 
Presbyteries with minimum of 
SIE 2 vais veoxtontoepiehanes aibbaatunante 1 
Presbyteries with minimum of 
i i eed ee 16 
Presbyteries with minimum of 
$2,400 to $3,000 00... 1 
Presbyteries with minimum of 
IE iiccicitesa dans nacatiedsecuinesisen onmnbaguii 1 
Presbyteries with no minimun ...... 6 
Presbyteries failing to answer ques- 
 Siieiaatin eisindenicectuhendita eaten 7 
BNE cciiieseuenccssneooemanndcasemaneal 81 
Summary Of The Christian Faith 


According To The Shorter Catechism 
By William Childs Robinson, Professor in Co 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 20c per 
copy, $2.00 per dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred 
copies postpaid. Order from The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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the talents and abilities of as many women as pos- 
sible; to keep activities going in an orderly fashion; 
to maintain for two years a high level of zeal and 
enthusiasm ; to weigh carefully all suggestions and to 
be unafraid to venture along new lines but not over- 
bold nor too aggressive in pushing toward results; to 
be tactful and always mindful of the need of control 
over her own tongue and her actions—all of these 
require a wisdom and a patience she knows she does 
not possess. In her own limited strength she can not 
trust but to be assured by fine Christians of their 
sincere prayers gives her courage she very much 
needs. 





Yes—Women of the Church—your encourage- 
ment, your cooperation and your prayers are the 
necessary ingredients for inspiring the best efforts of 
your officers to the end that, together, you may 
achieve a year of service truly acceptable to the 
Master. 

—Mkrs. W. F. Fottin. 





“I Got A Glory” 


The Light That Shines Farthest 
Shines Brightest At Home 


On a day memorable to me, I boarded a tiny tug- 
boat that I used often in crossing a southern river 
and saw that we had a new Negro engineer. 


He sat in the doorway of the engine room reading 
the Bible; he was fat, squat and black, but immacu- 
late and in his eyes was the splendor of ancient 
wisdom and peace with the world. 


As I paused to talk with him I noticed that the 
characteristic odors that had always emanated from 
the engine room were no longer there. And the 
engine! It gleamed and shone; from beneath its seat 
all the bilgewater was gone. Instead of grime and 
filth and stench I found beauty and order. When I 
asked the engineer how in the world he had managed 
to clean up the old room and the old engine, he 
answered in words that would go far toward solving 
life’s main problems for many people. 


“Cap’n,” he said, nodding fondly in the direction 
of the engine, “‘it’s just this way: I got a glory.” 


Making that engine the best on the river was mis 
glory in life, and having a glory he had everything. 
The only sure way out of suffering that I know is to 
find a glory, and to give to it the strength we might 
otherwise spend in despair. 
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The Baptism Of Infants 


This article, published in the February 1, 1950, 
issue of The Journal, is now available in booklet 
form, twenty pages, at 10c each, $1.00 per dozen, 
or $5.00 per 100, postpaid. Order from The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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CHURCH BUILDING LITERATURE 


Free List, more than 100 items by the Bureau of 
Church Building and Architecture. 


E. M. Conover ... Director 
300 Fourth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 











BEAUTIFUL New EbITIONS OF 
IMPORTANT CLASSICS 


Bernard’s Progress Of Doctrine .......- $ 1.75 
Booth’s Reign Of Grace 
Calvin’s Calvinism (Trans. Cole) ...... $ 3.50 
Calvin’s Institutes (Two Vols.) -.......-- $ 9.00 
Conybeare & Howson’s Life And 








Epistles Of St. Paul $ 5.00 
Edersheim’s Life And Times 

Of Jesus (Two Vols.) .........-..--..---- $ 6.50 
Hodge’s Outline Of Theology ............ $ 5.00 
Scaff’s History Of The Christian 

Church (Eight Vols.) ..........------------ $45.00 
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BOOK REVIEWS 





A HARMONY OF THE WESTMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN STANDARDS, by James Ben- ° 
jamin Green. John Knox Press. $3.50. 


When the Scotch Journal of Theology was born 
some three years ago, the editors stated that theology 
is a task urgent upon the whole Church. There is a 
growing conviction that this observation is correct; 
yet the sober truth is, the Church is not seriously 
engaged in this task. Many in the pews and even 
some in the pulpit resent the idea that their business 
should be with theology at all. The publication of 
this volume should bring to the attention of our 
Church that theology, especially Calvinistic theology, 
is both important and interesting. 


Dr. J. B. Green has taught theology in Columbia 
Theological Seminary for many years. Each year he 
has offered a course in the Harmony of the Stand- 
ards. The method of study has been that of analysis 
and comparison. Each part of the threefold Stand- 
ards has been studied analytically and then compared 
with the other two. This method gives a synoptic 
view of the whole and has the advantage of demon- 
strating the organic unity of the Christian faith. 





This volume not only presents the harmony of our 
Presbyterian Standards but also offers at the end of 
each chapter certain annotations and explanatory 
notes. 


Dr. Green urges a renewed study of our Standards 
for two convincing reasons. First, because they are 
important historic documents, they belong to tne 
literature of Christianity. Rightly he observes: “For 
out of history they have come, and into history they 
have gone and are still going.” The second reason 
that they should be studied is because they have 
present-day value. We are told, “They contain a 
system of doctrine, a creed. A creed, a system of 
doctrine, is a necessity. It is a necessity of thought. 
It is a necessity of character. It is a necessity of 
instruction. It is a necessity of fellowship and co- 
operation. A cogent system of doctrine is an intellect- 
ual and educational necessity.” 


Beginning with the Westminster Standards’ teach- 
ings concerning the Holy Scripture, Dr. Green 
affirms that the reason why faith in the Scripture is 
pressed in the forefront of our Creed is “because 
what we believe about the Scripture determines what 
we believe about other matters pertaining to religion 
... Our first concern is to know that God has 
spoken ... Our second concern is to know what He 
has said.” Again the beloved professor reminds us 
that the warrant for believing that the Scripture is 
the very Word of God is not single, but double— 
nay, triple: ‘““The witness of the Scripture, the wit- 
ness of the Spirit, and the witness of the heart of 
man. It is the conjoint testimony that convinces and 
satisfies. Where the Book and the breast agree, the 
soul in safety may rest.” 


A timely statement in regard to our prayer life is 
found on the section dealing with Religious Worship 
and the Sabbath Day. The question is raised : ““Why 
are we to pray in the Name of Christ?” The answer 
is: “Because of what we are and because of what He 
is in His character and in His office. We are sinners 
—therefore, excluded. He is in Himself sinless and 
holy and His office a Mediator, the only Mediator 
appointed of God and accepted; therefore, He is 
admitted and with Him all whom He represents. 
Our access is in Him and through Him.” 


In our survey of this. book we find much with 
which we are delighted and most heartily subscribe. 
There are a few places, however, where we have 
placed question marks. We note these places in order 
that in another edition the author might consider 
some of them. Before listing them, we would like to 
state that valuable as this work is, we believe it 
would be even more valuable if the comments and 
annotations were enlarged. We realize that it has 
been skeletonized to keep down the cost, and yet a 
work as valuable as this could be improved with 
further elaboration. 


Now concerning the interrogation marks, in the 
preface Dr. Green apparently quotes with approval 


the statement, “A creed is not a goal but a land- 
mark.” If memory is correct, this statement is from 
Charles E. Jefferson. But regardless of the origin, 
we feel that it is somewhat inadequate. Of course, a 
creed is not a goal, that is, an ultimate goal; but if 
our creed is to be our standard, then it is more than a 
landmark. The word, “standard,” is of Teutonic 
origin, which carries the idea of a banner. It is some- 
thing elevated, as a signal or beacon. It is something 
that has been established by authority. It is something 
under which we fight. God is represented as the 
Lord of hosts lifting up a standard against the 
nations of which Amalek is a type. In the spiritual 
conflict in which we are engaged, the gates of hell 
are ever assaulting the Church, and in this mortal 
combat we need more than a landmark. We need a 
standard. Not by landmarks, but by our standards, 
has the Church gone from strength to strength and 
made new conquests for Christ. 


Another question mark inserted during the survey 
of this book is on page 32. Dr. Green affirms, “I 
have thought and still think that these sections may 
be omitted without loss of or detriment to any 
principle essential to the integrity of the Calvinistic 
system.” It is always regrettable to see a professor 
who has obligated himself to defend the Standards 
of our Church make a statement of this nature. If 
every professor in a theological seminary would 
exercise the same prerogative and propose as many 
changes as set forth in this volume, a chaotic situation 
would be created in the Church. We would like for 
Dr. Green to reconsider this statement in the next 
edition, recalling what he himself wrote in this same 
connection: “The framers of the Standards bound 
themselves by an oath not to propose or approve any- 
thing for inclusion in the Creed which is not con- 
tained in the Scriptures explicitly or by good and 
necessary inference deductible therefrom.” The pri- 
mary question is not whether or not these paragraphs 
could be deleted without loss to what the author 
calls “the Calvinistic system.” It is, rather, whether 
or not they can be deleted without loss to the 
Church’s testimony to Holy Scripture in its entirety. 


It is our sincere hope that this thoughtful study by 
Dr. Green will precipitate a revival of study in the 
Westminster Standards. In this one volume we have 
Dogmatic Theology, Biblical Theology, and Applied 
Theology—all in one which constitutes a magnificent 
Church Theology. A volume of this nature is there- 
fore designed for “such a time as this.” 


A British writer recently declared that the casual 
and haphazard teaching of Christian truth which 
has passed for “Religious Education” should be no 
longer tolerated. We concur. The Church that: is 
alive to its opportunities should lay hold of the 
treasures in this volume with gratitude and seek in a 
concrete manner to apply the limitless possibilities 
found herein to the edification of the Body of Christ. 


—John R. Richardson. 
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